FhisDay

Publisher:
Media Solutions Lid

Printer:
TK Pnnters

Ag Managing Editor:
0754 304 329

Deputy Managing Editor:
0754 304 529

News Editor;
OFBY 485 TBZ

Chiel reporter:
0784 387 018

Sports Editor:
0752 185 345

Newsroom:

arly fhoar, Haidery Plaza
Tel =255 22 211 0476, o
Tel =255 22 211 Q46213
Fauy; »255 22.211 0478

Advertising:

Ground fioor,

Haidery Plaza

Cal O712472 747

Ted =255 22 212 7264
Fas: +255 22 212 7264

THISDAY

R L T B L PR

Finn's Facts: Lutheran leaders should censure
graft culprits among them

" FINMIGAN WA SIMBEYE,

DAaR ES SALAAM

THE country s northerm fourst enclave of Anusha town will this waek play
host 1o & high profile Lutheran Church Igaders’ conference Lutheran
\World Federation leaders will convane at the Arusha International
Caonference Centre (AICC) o discuss several issues pertaining 1o its
glotal members’ activities

This LWF conference s being held i the country at a time when ihe
government of Prazident Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete hes gone head-on @
teckia high level graftin public offiee,

The church. specifcatly the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania
(ELLCT), has played & leading role in denouncing high profile graft among
pubdic officials. During annual Christian commemarations such 2= Easter
Christmas and the like, ELCT leadars have used the opportunity 1o call
an thes followers 1o emulale the life of Jesus Chast by praclising
heosesty courags i defending the church and justes while leading &
simple life

But this time around. the ELCT and soms of its so-called Mortham
partrers ane in the dock. Graft embezziement and cheating allegations
have bean made against some parsonabities at ELCT, its German
pantners, Nordelbasches Zentrum [ r Weltmission und Kirchlichen

= Wiehdenst (NMZ) &nd Arusha based Lutheran Missbon Cooperation.

These are senous contemns that same church officials at ELCT and
partcularty trom the Southerm Central Diccese of Innga. NMZ and LMC
dre engaged in acts which are confrary 1o the monal teschings of Chnst
and in soma cases, scts which barder oh eriminal offence

Wihen | first got the allegations sgainst an NMZ seconded employee
Reichenbach Vagl ingeborg wha worked as treasurer &l SCD betwesn
200375 when audit repors from the diccese show misappropriation of
funds, | tock @ task of comtacting the Germany-based institution and the
mdividusal but 5o far no response has been made

Ms Vogl Ingebarg's tenuws @t ELCT/SCD lef several stores of loss of
EUR 100,000 and some 2T0m{- cash lost through graft and thefs
Several church leaders who faced allegations at ELCT/SCD were bookad
by the polics in iringa Region but lzler left free following 8 visitby a
former prime minisier

Thare are sarious allegabans on how some ELCT/SCD church keaders at
Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital collaborated with some dishonest Ministry of
Health and Socal Welfare officals to cloge down a proparty funchoning
HWIAIDS glinic which used & German mada Cyfiow CD4 Counder
machine and replaced it with an American made FacsCount CD4
Courtor and ihvew away most of its valunieer personne! inchuding an

. Austrian medical doctor, Dr Raines Brandl in 2005

Today we are tald that the FacsCound machine at Bulongwa & no longear
warking and that peaple living with HIV and AIDS throwgh their
assocation, PILMA, are dying or going through the worst swfféring
becausa soma dishonest! ELET/S00 legders have batrayed their tnusd
Tha church i$ serously in nead of ceansing isell before the public n
Makete where the cauriry's worsl cases of the HIVAIDS virus are faund
and yet soma greedy peopls are cashing on human suffaring

Dr Brand! and some PIUMA membars accused the EMC of coliaborating
with ELCT in making sure that funds from the Norhem pariners such as
MMZ and the government goes 1o BLH where grafl is the arder of the day
and past culprits have been left off the hook

Senous allegations have also been made against leaders at LMC. NMZ
and ELCT/SCD but have often béeen dismiesad. In the worst 821 of
defiance against allegations of wrongdoing @1 ETCLSDC the NMZ
pubirshed articles recently stating (hat-all is weil in Tanzania and thal is
GGerman mambers can continue ta bankroll projects which ardinary
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Other news

Dr Mwakyembe blasts
new Richmond ‘cover-ur’

plot

THE chairman of the parliamantary
committes that investigated (he
Richmend power genaration deal. Dh
Harrizan Mwakyembe, has
challanged legislators implicated
ihe scandal to resign from the Hause
if Rarther evidence thet he =
pregared to unaarth cano

Calls for ‘military force' in
Zimbabwe on the rise

PRESIDENT Jakays Hilwets and
ather Southern Africa leaders began
an emargancy maating n Swaziland
yestarday b discuss Zimbabwe's
politics! oreig as prassure mountad
for midary achon against Robert
Mugabe's govemment

ANALYSIS: SADC's
credibility at stake over
Zimbabwe crisis

MORGAN Tsyangeai's decitean i
withedraw from whial ha has aptly
described as “a violent degitimats
sham of an electon” In Zimbabwe
canfronis the Southarn African
Develogment Cammunity (SADC)
with bath ds most shameful momgnt
and iz last opponuni

Sports news

Ruvuma ready to upset
Iringa

RUVIIMA regional L-17 sooces taarr
i% in compabve mood ahaad of
today’s Copa Coca-Cola seme-fmal
against irnnga af the MNational
Stadium in the oy,

WORLD CUP 2010: Cape
Verde end Stars’ hopes

TalFA Stars fant hopes of
adwancing to the second phase of
the 2010 Waorld Cup/Afnoan Nations
Cup gualifiers ended yestarday
when Cape Yerde thumped
Mauritius 3-1

Academy Boys thrash
Dar Gymkhana

ACADEMY Bows underdined Iheir
quest 1o reatare their denieo pnds
with seven-wichket thrashing of
Gymikhans in the-Dar es Salaam
fegeanal cricke! committes leagus
mabeh m the city at tho weakend
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peaple on (he ground argue aré simply misappropnatad by few dishonest
individuals on the ground

The LMC secretary Lars Hofgren from Sweden. yice charmman Manfrad
Scheckenbach from Bavaria in Gesmany arg among tha names baing
aceused of gontinung o work with ELCT/SCD by backing them
financally while ignoring graft alegations baing made against is
leadership some of wham huve been forced jo resign

But LMC's secratary Mr Hofgren dismizsed sl the allegations made
against Ihe charitable institution arguing that LMC and ELCTISCD are
compietely different entifies with different managemeants. Thay only have
a memorandum af urdesstanding to work iogether

Lutherana i the couniry and the genaral public who benafit from
generous contributions being mada by the ELCT/SCD al Bulongwa and
elsewhers wanl 1o 5ee acion laken sgainst few individuals who are
shaming the church by their immaoral conduct.

The LWF should also censure some of its own high profile members fram
LMC, ELCT and NMZ wiho have formed & cartel whose conduwst and
aciivities are a disgrace in the eyves of Lutheran fathfuls and the genaral
public. The: LWF must seriously be seen as an anti-graft crusader

eapecially among is hierarchy mambers
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