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Finn's Facts: End the monopoly of Becton
Dickinson at Ministry of Health

FINNIGAN W SIMBEYE
DAR ES SaLasM

YENERANDA Sanga, an orphan who lived with HIVAIDS from Busongwa
i Makete District in Ifnga Region succumbed 1o death (ast February,

. Acoording to medicai dociors at Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital where the

girl was being treated, she dsed from opportunistc nfechans resulting
fram har deteriatating CO4 count which could rat ke detected on time

Activists from 'Bma i Uishi kwa Matumaing  blame Veneranda's death
on paor treatmant and care services beung offered at BLH and specifically
lack of effective CD4 counting machings as Becton Dickinsan's
FACSCaun machine mamtains its monopody of the local markel

| last visited BLH last year when | found out that the hespdal had two non
Aunctianing BD FAGSCoun machines, one of which had braken down
while: the oihes was brand new and the Amerncan company s Bxciusive
agent in the country, Dar es Salaam based Baocare Health Products
Limated was yat to fix it

| tatked and witnessed how people living with HIviAIDS were fasling 10
get n updata of their G0 count due 1o lack of functioning machinas
Makete Destrict Hospital which had ene functioning B0 FACSCount
maching was rerdering senscas on a weekly basis to BLH's patents

Several paople living with HIV/AIDS | talked to teid me they had gona for
ower ik manihs withoot an update of their S04 count. Venaeranda could
have heen saved if PIUMA's CO4 count services with 8 Gerrman made
Cyflow maching which were suspanded from BLH sevaral years ago
wars stilfl m place

* The Cyflow CD4 Counter was allegedly ordered off BLH when PILIMA

activists questioned koss of millions of shilkngs from Evangslical Lutharan
Church m Tanzania’s southerm and central diocese coffers meant to
assigt HIVIAIDE activities in the country worst hit district by the wirus

Experis blame Veneranda's deatn on B0 FAGSCount Counters’ failure b
detact deteriorating CD4 count in infants bence expose tham 1o nsks of
gefting opporturestic infections and possibly death. The sad story is that
some offcials 3¢ Ministry of Health and Social Weifane have craffed an
unhoby alliance with BO's local agent. BHPL's owner, Bharat Ragani

The relationship between Rajanl and some senier MoHSW officials were
described by tarmer Chief Government Chemist, Or Salum Madabi, 85
guestonabls. These learned hesith exparts a1 MaHSW who have usad
their knowledne and axpertise to sabotage other imported technoibgies
such as Cyflow not fo be used in the cOUNIry's pukic health centres, ans
comforiably reiaved when they hear deatn of innocent chilaren like
‘Vanaranda,

IAfith @ e Bermanant Secratary in Blanding hyoni st MoHSW, hopes
are high that-sanity will fmally reign at this sensitne ministry being led by
ane of the cauniry's most distinguished medial doctars, Professe: David
fhwakyusa

Tra manopoly which B0 and BHPL are maintaining in the country's

. heaith sector particularly in the area of HIVIAIDS is not a normal thing

and il needs 1o be prabed by Fair Compatiton Commission and
Pravenlion and Combating of Corrupfion Bureau (FCCE)

Last week the government of Venezuela's anfi-monopoly unit imposed &
fine af & 1_6m an the Iocal unit of Becton Dickinson and Co for abusing
its position in the Venszuelan market. The International Herald Tribune
reported that the office for the promation and pratection of ree
competition. Pro-Competencia, said Beston Dickinson Venezuela had
refused to sel to its focal auwthorized distributor, Inmunalaty Lab ©A,
chemical feagents used in its medical testing kits for HIV and AlDS
patents

The repart s since the US Company controlied @ 100- per cent local
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Other news

FEATURE: SGR funded
community development
projects help curb
poaching

"SINCE | joined Natta Sunficwes
Praject in 2006, | am now financialy
comfortable | don't spend sleeplass
nights like bafore when it comes 1
paying schoal fees far my three
children,” says Kwah Samson
Machaba. & resdent of Mams-Mbisa
village, aibsa

New Madagascar 'leader’
Rajoelina now has a lot of
thinking to do

THE Bouthem Afrca Dewslopmant
Comminity (SADC) ia reporied to
have asked renegade Madagascar
leader Andy RajoaikEna lo hand over
power 1o tha Speaker of the
Madagascar Pariamant, or face 8
possihle ouster by external forces

As global credit crunch
bites harder: BoT seeks
safer haven for foreign
exchange reserves

THE Bank of Tanzania (BoT| has
maved the country's foreign
reserves amaunting to 52 Ben from
feraign commercial banks and stock
markets around fha warld, 1o central
banks it parcaives a3 havens of
peaca’ in the midst of the globs
ecanpmic mektdown

Sports news

ABIDJAN STADIUM
DEATHS: CAF sends
condolences

THE Canfederation of Afrcan
Foolball (GAF) has ordened ths
weakend s intér-clubs matches 1o
ptsarve a minuie of sience befome
mick-aff

Gvt asked to employ judo
coach

THE Juklo Assoctation of Tangamsa
(JATA) has asked the governmeni b0
engage a natonal coach o repiace
Japanese Yoshiyuki Mizouchi. wha
refurmed horme recenily

Yanga make U-turn, to
play at National Stadium

MAINLAMD champans Young
Aficans hawe changed iher mnd
and are now ready 1o hast Egypl s &1
Anly st the ultrs-modam Nabonal
Stadium Tor thes Afnean Champss
League ta on Satutdsy
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markel ahare for the FACSCount diagnostic Systems used in the
treatment of AIDS in Venezuela. the mave by the US company put the
lecal patienis al risk

" indeed in Tanzania and as can be testified by Veneranda's death, BO's

manopaly is putting tens of thousands of Tanzamans iving with HIVIAIDS
3t rigk because apart from delicate wse of FACSCount machines., #S
reagents are also becoming mone expenshve and mre

Authosities 81 MaHSW should urgently address this issue of gaing BD
manopoly of supplying CO4 counting machines and reagents which is
causing unnecessary death of ioddiers such & Veneranda Sanga. \We
miust borrow a lead from Venezusta's anti-manopaly unit and end
FACSCount exclusivity by allowing campeting technologies o be
purchasad and used by public health centres
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